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Minutes of the North Runcton Parish Council Meeting held at the Village Meeting Place

Tuesday 8th February 2022 7.45pm
Present: Cllr R Morrish (Chair), Cllr K Fuller, Cllr P Yallop, Cllr S Palmer, Cllr L Gunn, Cllr K Williams, Cllr J Braybrook
In attendance: The Clerk – Rachel Curtis  -  3 members of the public, Bor Cllr Gidney and County Cllr J Moriarty
1. To accept any apologies - Cllr B Houchen, Cllr J Fuller

2. Declaration of Interest / Dispensation in items on the Agenda  - None

3. County and Borough Councillors Matters
County Cllr Jim Moriarty has had a meeting with Borough Council officers following the last WWGA meeting in January.  Concern was raised regarding the speed limit of the new relief road and he sought reassurance that the limit will be 40mph and not 60mph as mentioned in the meeting.  Schemes submitted for the road safety funding will be decided in May.  There is a meeting to discuss the proposal of more devolved powers for Norfolk and Suffolk which could include elected county mayors, an update will be available at the next PC meeting.
Bor Cllr Nash updated the PC on issues he has been facing at the Borough Council with regard to an investigation and the Boroughs handling of it through its Standards Committee.  Cllr Nash has some concerns over procedures and the situation is ongoing.
The Borough Council will offer grants of up to £200 for the Queens Jubilee Celebration, thought to be available to apply for in April.

4. Public Participation
· The PCC thanked Rick for mentioning the Church restoration fundraising in a recent Radio Norfolk item.  Ken Mathews is in the process of arranging speakers to come to the VMP.

5. To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th January 2022
The Council approved the minutes and the Chairman duly signed.

6. Clerks Report on any matters arising from the minutes of 11th January and subsequently any matters arising that have been actioned not on the agenda for this month’s meeting
· Cllr K Fuller wished it to be noted that the vote which took place in January for the precept increase was equal in votes for and against and the Chairman had the casting vote which resulted in the increase of 2% being agreed.
· The matter of the path alongside the Church yard is still under investigation.  The Clerk has asked for advice from Spire solicitors as to how this could be registered as ownership by the PC and cost implications.  After some discussion the PC agreed that if owned it could then be ensured that it can remain as a permissive path, but further information is needed to determine how the PC can proceed – to be discussed further.  ACTION: Clerk to bring further information to the March meeting.
· A litter pick along Setch Road has been organised for 19th February.  Cllr Moriarty said that the Borough Council has recently invested £170,000 specifically for tackling fly tipping and litter picking in the area.
· Initial conversations with Highways have not been conclusive in determining their stance on replacing the Common Gate with an electric version.  ACTION: Cllr Morrish is trying to speak to Karl Rands directly to talk through the proposal.  Further discussion required. 
· Cllr Moriarty to send the Clerk information about a road safety conference on 19th April hosted by Norfolk Police – Cllr Braybrook to see if he can attend.


7. To hear any reports from the SAM 2 sign
The sign went up on New Road on 22nd December, and up to 16th January 7,350 cars were recorded and 25% of those were in excess of the speed limit with an average of 34 mph.  On 23rd Dec one vehicle was recorded at 65mph.  It was suggested that data is recorded for a period of time and this would then show where use of the speed gun would be most effective if enough volunteers can be found to form a group.

8. To report on VMP management matters
· There have been some small repairs and maintenance items which Cllr Morrish and Cllr Palmer have taken care of.

9. North Runcton and Hardwick Common Volunteers Update
Some shrubs have been planted at Hardwick Common and a session has been organised for March to make some bird boxes.  The Clerk has submitted a CIL application for signage for Hardwick Common and Sheeps Course Wood similar to that already near the pond on Common Lane.

10. Action Planning – to consider PC events/projects for 2022
· Low Carbon Group update – Cllr Morrish has spoken with the new County Officer at NALC regarding the work the group has done so far.
· Queens Jubilee Celebrations – Cllr K Fuller suggested that the PC looks into having a beacon in the village to light on 2nd June.  Cllr Braybrook thought this might be something that the Cricket Club could be interested in being involved in.  ACTION: Clerk to forward information to them.  A tea party on the 5th June will be organised.
· CIL funding for flood alleviation works –the PC has secured grant funding.  The Towlers have already completed some work at the top end of the village.  Cllr Morrish suggested sowing some grass seed on the open bank edge.  Cllr Morrish suggested to the Towlers that some culvert heads could be purchased (with the grant) to clearly define the 3 drains which flow into the ditch.

11. Highways – the Council will discuss any Highways issues
Nothing to discuss.

12. Planning
a) 21/02494/F | Proposed agricultural livestock building, Church Farm 21 The Green, North Runcton – no objection
b) Decisions received from BCKLWN – none
c) Comments made to BCKLWN - none

13. To hear any other planning issues relevant to the Neighbourhood plan
The PC are waiting to respond to new documents for the WWGA plan.  The PC and West Winch PC have been invited to join a 5 parish lobby group with North Wootton, South Wootton, Castle Rising.  Awaiting a date to meet and discuss a joint approach in addressing transport and highways matters.  It was felt that it is important the PC’s work together – which may involve funding some additional work by consultants.   

14. Correspondence - none
15. Finance 
a) Cllr Morrish and Cllr Gunn carried out the Clerks appraisal and recommended that her pay increases by an increment to SPC14.  This equates to a full time equivalent increase of £441 per annum. Cllrs agreed this proposal. Cllr Morrish thanked the Clerk for her hard work.
b) To hear an update on Cashbook balances - 1st January – 31st January 2022

	
	Opening Balance
01/01/22            £
	Less Nov Chqs          £
	Less DD’s
£
	Add income
£
	Closing Balance 
31/02/22             £

	NRPC Account
	38,224.92
	644.76
	2.40
	24.00
	37,601.76

	VMP Account
	21,287.15
	347.62
	186.80
	2,918.50
	23,671.23

	
	
	
	
	
	61,272.99



The following amounts were approved for payment;
	Date
	Supplier
	Description of Service
	Amount on Invoice
	VAT element - non recoverable

	
	
	£
	£


	From VMP Account
	
	
	

	19/01/22
05/02/22
05/02/22
14/01/22
12/01/22
04/02/22

07/02/22



	EDF
R Curtis
R Curtis
Mr Brights
S Palmer
Steward Safety Supplies
AMR

	Final Bill to 10th Dec 21
Salary 6th Jan – 5th Feb 22
Expenses
Jan 22
Batteries
Fire Extinguisher – Annual Service
	429.07
152.88
          31.94
       194.74
7.36
122.40

143.64
1,082.03
	0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00



	From NRPC Account
	
	

	05/01/22
29/10/21


	R Curtis
CGM

	Clerks Salary 6th Dec – 5th Jan 21
Village Greens – Sept 21

	586.56
31.56
618.12
	0.00
0.00




16. Public Participation – all members of the public welcome – 5 minute session
None

17. Items for future agenda – discuss the website style and content
   - discuss the meeting start time

18. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 8th March 2021


The meeting closed at 9.15pm



Signed ………………………………………………………………………  8th March 2022


Page 3 of 3

