


North Runcton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Residents Meeting of North Runcton Parish Council 
Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 7.45pm at the Village Meeting Place

Present: Cllrs Kerry Fuller, Rick Morrish, John Braybrook, Malcolm Mills, Paul Yallop, Jeremy Fuller, Barry Houchen.  Borough Councillor Simon Nash, Borough Councillor Jim Moriarty, County Councillor Mike Westman.  10 members of the public
1. Apologies
Councillors Steve Palmer and Karen Williams

2. To accept minutes of Annual Residents Meeting – 13th May 2025
The minutes were accepted and signed by the Chair.

3. Chairman’s Report
Cllr K Fuller thanked Borough Councillors Simon Nash and County Councillor Jim Moriarty for their support over the past year.  During 25/26 the PC purchased a second SAM 2 sign, Cllr Braybrook was thanked for his management of the sign, however monthly data is no longer collected and presented at the meetings.  The PC has a list of ‘to do’s’ for the coming year including purchase a Christmas tree for the green, more quiz nights, repainting the phone box, re-gravel Old Hall Walk, replace the gate at the top of the Church path, liaise with Cllr J Fuller regarding the clearing of the pond on the common, bollard on the corner of the green to be straightened up, consider repairs to the bus shelter on the A10.  The PC finances are good and the precept for 26/27 was not increased.  It was noted that following reports to the Borough Council by both Cllr Braybrook and the Clerk street sweeping has been carried out in the village.

4. Finance Report
At 31st March 2026 the Parish Council’s income and expenditure account shows income of £20,289 and expenditure of £19,617.  
At its January meeting the Parish Council agreed not to increase the precept 25/26, asking the Borough to collect £16,988 on its behalf. 
The balance of the Village Meeting Place account as at 31st March 2026 is £1,700.  Together with a favourable electricity tariff and the running of PV panels, we are benefitting financially with regard to our electricity costs, offsetting expenditure for the year with £887 payback received for our solar production.
The PC increased the hire fee from 1st April 2026 to £9.00 and £7.50 per hour for the Buttercups.

The balance outstanding on the PWLB loan is £5,609 with an interest rate of 1.59%.  The final loan payment will be made in September 2027.  The VMP met both of the loan repayments during the year, a payment from the PC account was not required.  
Interest earned on the £30,000 investment to a higher rate savings account gave £1,222 for the year.
The PC maintains its sound financial position and we are well within maintaining the recommended range for a Parish Council Reserve (between 3-12 months gross expenditure) with funds in reserve to be allocated for future projects.

5. Borough Councillor’s Report
Cllr Nash reported that new staff at the Borough Council are approachable, and work is ongoing for LGR to take place with boundary changes being agreed.  The Housing Access Road is scheduled to be finished by 2029, but as yet no new developer has been announced to replace Hopkins.  Cllr Nash followed up on a query from last months meeting regarding dead animals being picked up from the side of the road, the policy from NCC is not to pick up animals from the side of ‘fast roads’
Cllr Nash has partnered with Cllr Charles Joyce to form the West Norfolk Independent Group.
Cllr Moriarty introduced newly elected Cllr Westman to the meeting, he has a background in local authority working in district councils.  The make up of County Council following the election is still being formed.  Cllr Westman plans to listen and represent and serve the needs of North Runcton residents.  There is resistance to LGR from the newly elected Reform Councillors stating it is cultural vandalism to break up counties and there are concerns that representation will be much more remote.

6. Reports from Community Groups
Buttercups Pre-school
The number of children currently attending Buttercups is 31. We are currently full every morning and have limited spaces available in the afternoons. We have 16 children leaving at the end of this school year. We are in a positive position for September intake and will continue to promote the preschool to maintain strong occupancy levels.
Staffing at Buttercups has remained stable over the past year. Following a significant staffing change last year, the team is now well established and continuing to work effectively together. I continue in my role as Manager, having previously worked as Deputy Manager since June 2021. I hold a Level 3 qualification as well as a Level 3 SENCO qualification. Charlotte remains Deputy Manager and has now been with the setting for 8 years since leaving school. She holds a Level 2 qualification and has recently started a Level 5 Early Years Lead Practitioner Apprenticeship. Ellie continues as a valued member of the team and is Level 3 qualified. Lilly has now successfully completed her apprenticeship and is a Level 2 qualified member of staff.
In October, we were joined by Georgie, a student from the College of West Anglia who is studying towards her Level 2 qualification. Georgie has settled well into the setting and is now joining us for three mornings per week during the summer term.
Buttercups pre-school is a registered charity governed by a committee of parents and members of the local community. John Gadsby continues in his role as Chairperson and remains very supportive and dedicated to the preschool.
We are pleased to say that our secretary position has now been filled by local resident Bob Mileham. In October, our Treasurer, Jerole, stepped back from the role and we welcomed Nicola Gipp as our new Treasurer. Nicola previously held this position a few years ago when her son attended the preschool, and we are very pleased to have her support and experience once again.
The fundraising group successfully held a Fish and Chips Quiz Night, which was very well supported. We were really pleased to be joined by local residents, and the support from the community means a great deal to the preschool.		
We held our Nativity and Christingle service, where we were joined by Reverend Karlene Kerr. She taught the children about the meaning of the Christingle in a lively and entertaining way, helping them to understand its significance in an engaging and memorable manner.
We have further events planned for the summer term, including our well-attended Sports Day. For the first time, we will also be holding our End of Summer Party at Farmer Fred’s, which we are very much looking forward to.
We have worked closely with the Parish Council to improve the outdoor area, and these works are planned to take place during the summer holidays. We are hopeful that this will provide an enhanced outdoor learning environment for the children when they return in the new term.	
We also hope to plan an open day before the start of the new school year, giving families and the wider community an opportunity to view our updated outdoor learning space and see what we have to offer.
Thanks to Rachel and the Parish Council for their ongoing support it is appreciated!
Christine Fletcher  -  Pre-school Leader on behalf of Buttercups Pre-school.
Art Group
The Art Club continue to meet weekly on a Wednesday.  Combining the two groups has worked very successfully and we have also gained 3 new members recently, but more would be most welcome.  Liz Kerslake – North Runcton Art Group
PCC
This last year was a busy for the PCC with many fund-raising activities and outreach events including:
The Henry Bell Tour, Lottery fund activities day, Community Hour, Organ recital, Open Gardens, an art display, and a Harvest Supper. Many thanks to all who helped make these events possible and successful.
When we were not doing that, a Parish Profile was produced giving details for each Parish in the group and of the general area. This has been used as an advert on the Diocesan, website and in Gazette to attract a new Priest in Charge. Sadly, no one applied at the first round. I am told this is usual. Watch this space!
In the meantime, the Rural Dean is finding locum clergy, including the Bishop of Norwich, to take our services. We are indebted to them for taking on the roles.
When we were not doing that, the grant application to The National Lottery Heritage Fund for over half a million pounds has absorbed a horrendous amount of time including updates to the Parish Council, by the Project Steering Group being made up of myself, Steve Palmer and Philip Randles. The reason for this large grant request is to hopefully, remove All Saints’ from the Historic England “At Risk” Register by re-rendering the tower, restoring the roofs on the North side of the Nave and Chancel plus all the rainwater gear and drains.
The work has involved holding  many update meetings with the Lottery managers who have guided us through a very detailed process to the point that in November we were given the all clear to proceed to the next stage of the application which was concluded at 4:15pm last Saturday when the application was finally  completed  and together with 31 attachments submitted to the Lottery Heritage Fund, Alleluia!!
We now have to wait until 30th September to understand if we have been successful, or not? If we are successful, the work is planned to be carried out, Bats permitting, over the five months May to September 2027. The whole process has taken 3 years and 9 months!!
Part of the application has been to increase the biodiversity of the churchyard. Following surveys by the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, 1 metre strips have been left to regenerate along some of the boundaries together with some small areas within the churchyard where a particular species of wildflower is present. All this still allows the churchyard to function as its primary purpose.
During last week, work was completed on the Gurney Vault to gain access in order to survey the structure, the outcome of which will be to develop a specification for its restoration. 
Thanks to the Parish Council for the use of the VMP for some of the activities and the financial pledge as match money towards the grant application.
The PCC is planning another busy year of fund raising and community events starting Friday 9th June with The Melody Brooker Trio taking us back to the 60s 70s and 80s in All Saints’.
The main events will be held on the 11th,12th and 13th September starting with a concert by “Your Choir” on the evening of the 11th.
Thank you for listening – Ken Matthews, Church Warden, All Saints, North Runcton
7. Biodiversity Group and North Runcton Volunteers update
Cllr Morrish gave an update – following the last Residents Meeting a biodiversity policy has been adopted.  Habitat plans for the new development are being monitored with the basin area bringing new habitat areas.  Action Plan ideas are being looked at including density of habitat, food source and better habitat for bees and reptiles.  It is hoped to work with developers and NCC to maintain green spaces.  It was agreed that the biodiversity message needs to be promoted to residents.
West Winch PC have agreed to roll over the neighbourhood plan and monitor how it will fit in the new policies and legislation, there needs some updating.  
NG Transco ae carrying out a lot of work in the area in preparation for new road building.  Illington Lane is closed for the next 6 months – 2 years, leading to no access for Sheeps Course wood.  There is now a preferred road contractor and the final archaeology works are about to start.  There is concern that mature trees could be felled un-necessarily.  A resident asked if the PC could investigate the unauthorised signage which has been placed on Illington Lane – Clerk to follow up with Transco.  An area of Hopes Chairty land is within the Access Road red line boundary, and there have been discussions with NCC regarding some of the land being leased to the PC, access needs to be maintained to the Scout Hut, talks are ongoing.  



8. ‘Any Ideas’ Session and Public Participation.
There has been a loss of around 3 feet each side of Illington Lane due to farm machinery ploughing.  This is of concern and it is felt by residents that contractors have no respect for the area they are farming.  Damage has been caused to an Anglian Water marker block – Clerk to report.
Restricted Byway sign worn out on Illington Lane – Clerk to report.
There is a dead tree in Sheeps Course Wood which needs to be felled – Cllr Morrish will follow this up.
Holly bushes are becoming overgrown in Sheeps Course Wood–Volunteers to look at.
The Annual Hog Roast is taking place on 5th July, with proceeds going to the Church and a ‘Your Choir’ event is being held on 11th September.
It was noted that there are new planning rules to come into effect soon, one change is that Borough Councillors will not be able to ‘call in’ applications to be held at planning committee.

The meeting ended at 9.05pm



